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2025 Power Outage - Thank You
To All Volunteers and Staff,

On behalf of Opaskwayak Cree Nation I extend my deepest gratitude to each and every one of you
who stepped up during the power outage on October 12-14, 2025. Your support, resilience, and
care for our community during a time of uncertainty and hardship reflect the very best of who we
are as a Nation.

We had 345 volunteers & staff on October 13% and 373 volunteers & staff on October 14" come
forward to assist our community — even though many of you were without power yourselves. Your
selflessness did not go unnoticed.

During the outage, over 2,082 band members or 60% of our on-reserve OCN Members registered
for assistance related to food security, accommodations, and health concerns. The response was
swift and coordinated, and for that, we are incredibly thankful.

I would like to extend a special thank you to the staff at the Kikiwak Inn for the hotel rooms and
providing warm meals for our more vulnerable members. Your efforts provided comfort and safety
when it was most needed.

Thank you as well to Chris Scott, Property Manager for Government Services and his dedicated
crew who were out cutting and removing fallen tree branches, and Infrastructure - Public Works
Department for helping to ensure our roads and homes remained safe and accessible in the early
morning hours.

To our OES and OHA bus drivers, thank you for transporting members to the Kikiwak Inn,
Andersen Inn, and Gordon Lathlin Memorial Centre with care and patience during this emergency.
Your role was crucial in maintaining access to essential services and safe shelter.



Thank you to the OHA, Lands and Natural Resources, OES and OCN CFS, for all your staff
volunteers and resources.

To our Finance Team, thank you for working tirelessly to process intake forms and prepare
purchase orders for food replacement. Your commitment and organization made a difficult
situation more manageable for many families.

To our Public Safety Manager, Laverne Constant, who led our emergency response efforts as
Incident Commander, as you guided the process through with calm, professionalism, and clarity
and to the Security Services Team for checking on the Elders of the community immediately after
the start of the power outage and for delivering water, etc. for those in need and providing extra
security when requested.

A heartfelt thank you also goes out to Diane Pelly, Executive Director of Government Services, for
your continued leadership and commitment. Your ability to lead and ensure your teams are always
prepared and ready to respond is truly commendable.

I would also like to extend a sincere thank you to the youth who helped keep the Gordon Lathlin
Memorial Centre clean of garbage and distributed food to members. Our future is in good hands,
and it’s truly heartening to see the spirit of community already shining through each of you.

Finally, I acknowledge our OCN Councillors Lori Lathlin, Franklin Young, Chris Young, Dale
Knutson, John Paul Martin, Derek Constant, Joe Partridge, and Justin Spence. Each of you were
in the “front lines” working side by side with our community members.

The strength of Opaskwayak Cree Nation lies in our unity, compassion, and determination. This
emergency response proved once again that when we come together, we are capable of
extraordinary things.



With deepest respect and gratitude,
Ekosi, kinanaskomitinan,
Michael G. Constant
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